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Abundance. If there is one word that comes to mind to describe the presence of LGBTQ+ 

artists and queer community support at AmericanaFest 2023, that word would be “abundance.” 

This year, we saw many queer events and artists at the Americana Proud showcase, the 

Americana Honors & Awards, The Equal Access Showcase (presented by CMT, mTheory and 

Nashville Music Equality), the Queer Cowpoke Roundup, the Good Ol’ Queer Country 

Jamboree by yours truly, Queerfest and BGS, and many more. 

We would also love to acknowledge the Queer Cowpoke Roundup event that took place at 

The Groove, a queer-owned records store in East Nashville, on Saturday afternoon featuring a 

lineup of Austin Lucas, Julian Talamantez Brolaski, Julie Nolen, Melody Walker, Mercy Bell, 

Secret Emchy Society, Shawna Virago and Wiley Gaby.  

As a whole, it’s exciting to see this volume of phenomenal, openly LGBTQ+ artists showcasing, 

holding inclusive events and being nominated for and taking home awards. Experiencing the 

cultivated queer spaces at AmericanaFest was lovely – yes, there were several reports of 

queerphobia, transphobia, misogyny and hate being directed at and overheard by LGBTQ+ 

artists throughout the week, too. We’ve come so far, but we’ve still got a long way to go. Even 

so, we are holding gratitude for the critical mass of queer music and community at 

AmericanaFest 2023, and we look forward to continuing to develop a more inclusive music 

industry together. 


